SOME  CRITICS  OF  AUTHORITARIANISM
1869). It included genuine adult suffrage for parliamentary
and local elections ; complete freedom of the Press, of meetings
and of associations; free elementary education ; limitation of
salaries of high officials; suppression of permanent armies;
abolition of all privilege; economic reforms according to the
principles of justice and social equality, and the complete
disendowment * and disestablishment of the Church. The
importance of the struggle with the Church as the essential
condition of all other reforms was emphasized by another
future Republican stalwart, Jules Ferry,2 when he declared
that " France will have no freedom as long as there is a State
clergy, a State Church or Churches: the alliance of Church
and State has done us no good and only tends to transform
political into religious quarrels. . . . There are in France two
parties only, the party of the Church and the party of Freedom :
you must choose between the two."
But before the issue could be joined, which was to form
the basis of Republicanism, it was necessary for power to be
obtained, and that day seemed very far off. It is true that in the
elections of 1869 Republicans did very well indeed, beyond
their wildest hopes ; but it was one thing to poll three votes
to every four cast for the Government3 and quite another to
overthrow a system that could not be peacefully superseded.
Further, when it came to voting on the plebiscite for or
against the " Liberal Reforms " established by the new " 1870
Constitution " (April 1870) the opposition vote dwindled to
1,500,000, while the Government forces rose to five times
that figure.4 " The Empire is stronger than ever/' Gambetta
1 Le. the suppression of all State salaries to the clergy. The Church could
have kept any property acquired by her since the Revolution, when all
ecclesiastical property had been confiscated.
3 Jules Ferry (1832-1893) : Deputy, 1869 ; minister, 1879; Premier, 1880
and 1883. He left no political writings.
3	Total figures: 4,438,000 to 3,355,000; but the opposition included many
moderates."
4	Many Liberals who had voted against Napoleon in 1869 voted for him a
year later on the ground that their main grievances had been met in the new
constitution. The opposition had a majority in most large towns (Paris, Lyons,
Marseilles, Bordeaux), but were overwhelmed by the peasant vote.
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